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Remember: Never forget the disaster-affected areas of Tohoku
Hope: “Delivering hope” is one of Amway’s fundamental values

These two concepts are embodied by Remember HOPE, which supports Tohoku’s recovery from 
the disasters of March 11, 2011 by providing places and opportunities for people to gather and 
rebuild the bonds of community.

The fi rst Amway Community House was completed on August 1, 2013 in Minamisanriku, Miy-
agi Prefecture. The second House followed in November 2014 in Soma, Fukushima Prefecture. In 
December 2015, we dedicated our third and fourth Houses in Noda and Otsuchi, respectively, both 
in Iwate Prefecture. 

Five years on from the Great East Japan Earthquake, more than 171,000 people still live in 
evacuation shelters. In 2016, the Amway Japan One by One Foundation will continue to support the 
people of Tohoku through maintaining our four Amway Houses and by sponsoring activities using 
the Houses. Each House is built and operated in partnership with local governments and citizens, 
responding to their needs and desires.

Going forward, we will seek new opportunities to deliver hope and rebuild community in the region.

About Us

Amway House Soma
Soma, Fukushima Pref. Opened in November, 2014

Minamisanriku Amway House
Minamisanriku, Miyagi Pref. Opened in August, 2013

Otsuchi Amway House
Otsuchi, Iwate Pref. Opened in December, 2015

Nodamura Amway House
Noda, Iwate Pref. Opened in December, 2015
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Minamisanriku Portal Center Amway House was opened on 
August 1, 2013. The community House was built to restore a 
sense of community in a city whose houses and public facili-
ties were devastated by the March 2011 tsunami, forcing the 
majority of citizens to live in temporary housing or leave the city. 
The House has become a hub of activity where local residents 
and visitors alike gather, attracting 2,500 to 3,000 people every 
month. The facility hosts more than 100 events annually. As 
of March 2016, 49,008 people have visited since the opening.

Total floor area: 250 m2

The second Amway House was opened on November 26, 2014 
in Soma, Fukushima Prefecture. We designed the Soma House 
to foster recovery in a community severely impacted by the tsu-
nami and by an influx of evacuees from other areas. In addition, 
Soma found itself disconnected because principal roads and 
railways were cut off for an extended period. A local foundation, 
Soma Hotokusha, operates the House. The House hosted a num-
ber of scheduled events in its first full year of operation, includ-
ing cooking classes conducted by local Distributor volunteers. 
Some 7,300 people have used the venue since it opened 16 
months ago.

Total floor area: 260 m2

Minamisanriku Amway House

Amway House Soma

with volunteers

Apr.- Dec. Monthly cooking classes

Nov. Gourmet event

Apr. Guide dog event
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We opened our third Amway House in December 2015 in Noda, 
Iwate Prefecture. The goal of this facility was to spark the rebirth 
of both civic and commercial life. In addition to community meet-
ing space, Noda Amway House has space for four commercial 
tenants, including a restaurant. Noda hopes to encourage visi-
tors from outside as well as local residents to utilize the facility. 
Nodamura Amway House and the adjacent tenant area are col-
lectively called “Nodamura Remember Hope Village Nema Ru.” 
“Nema Ru” derives from “nemaru,” which means, “to sit down” 
in the local dialect. This reflects our hope that the facility will 
become a place where people gather, sit down together, commu-
nicate, and restore the roots of the community. 

Site area: Approx. 1,200 m2

Total floor area: 245.95 m2 (including Tenant area) 
Tenant capacity: 4

We completed the fourth Amway House in December 2015 in 
Otsuchi, Iwate Prefecture. The town was devastated by the Great 
East Japan Earthquake, and the resulting tsunami took the lives 
of over 10% of its citizens.

In Otsuchi, we built our architecturally stunning House adja-
cent to what before the tsunami had been a famous beach, at 
the Namiita Beach Park Area inside the Sanriku Fukkou (Recon-
struction) National Park. The idea was to re-create a “destina-
tion” for both local residents and tourists. The Otsuchi Amway 
House includes both community space and tenant area with 
three shops, including a surf shop and a restaurant. The com-
plex is known as “Remember Hope Namiita Beach Village” and 
is operated by the Otsuchi Reconstruction Corporation, a local 
public-private partnership. 

The formal grand opening was held on April 17, 2016.
Site area: 1,661 m2

Total floor area: 276.86 m2 (including Tenant area)
Tenant capacity: 3

Nodamura Amway House
Nodamura Remember HOPE Village Nema Ru

Otsuchi Amway House
Remember HOPE Namiita Beach Village

Dec. Christmas & Opening event

a collection of archetypal huts set by the ocean edge

Community space (Nodamura)

Community space (Otsuchi)
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Activities at Community Houses

In 2015, as in previous years, Amway Houses hosted a wide array of events. Individually and col-
lectively, these activities brought people together, injected laughter and joy into people’s lives, and 
fostered a reborn sense of community. 

The Minamisanriku Amway House has become indispensable for the local community since it 
opened three years ago. In April, a wedding ceremony for the local young couple was held in the 
community space. 

At Amway House Soma, the kitchen studio offered particularly well received monthly programs 
led by volunteer Amway Distributors from Fukushima. 

Nodamura Amway House hosted a gala opening event in December, and Otsuchi Amway House 
hosted a Christmas party for local children. 

In addition to the community house activities, the Foundation have participated in local volun-
teer activities such as support for the Fukkou-ichi (monthly held open-air market in Minamisanriku), 
fireworks festivals in Otsuchi and Nodamura, and other initiatives to support the economic and 
social revitalization of the area.

Amway Japan One by One Foundation remains committed to supporting the full recovery of 
communities throughout Tohoku.

Minamisanriku Amway House 
events/activities:

Mar., Jun., Dec. : House cleanup
Apr. : Wedding ceremony

Sep. : Volunteers repaired playground equipment
Nov. 2015 & Feb. 2016 : Gourmet/comedy event

Volunteer activities to 
support Minamisanriku:

Oct. : Kamiwarizaki clean up
Feb. to Nov. : Fukkou-ichi (open-air Market) 
Oct. & Nov. : Oraho no Sake project 

(project to utilize abandoned crop field)

Amway House Soma: Mar. – Nov. : House clean up (5 times in total)
Apr. to Dec. : Monthly cooking classes (nine times in total)

Feb. : Mochi rice cake-making for Lunar New Year
Apr. : Guide dog event

Apr. to Jun. : Video showing (four times in total)
Apr. : Tradit ional Japanese comedy show 

Nodamura Amway House: Aug. : Ground-breaking ceremony
Dec. : Christmas & Opening event

Jan. 2016 : Wedding ceremony and party

Otsuchi Amway House: May : Planting grass
Jun. : Ground-breaking ceremony
Oct. : Framework completion ceremony
Dec. : Official transfer of the building
Dec. : Christmas event

Volunteer Activities to 
support Otsuchi and Noda:

Aug. : Volunteer for Light Up Nippon event (fireworks)
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Fundraising

In the 2015 fiscal year, Remember HOPE received more than 204.6 million yen in donations from 
throughout Japan. Regular donors increased to 7,238 as of March 31, 2016, compared with 4,691 
a year earlier. 

We created four items to sell to raise funds, including a tote bag designed by Mr. Kazushige Aki-
yama, T-shirt, tenugui (cotton cloth), and salad servers. In addition, our Remember HOPE Ambas-
sadors, Mr. Yasuhisa Masuda and Mrs. Makiko Masuda, led 25 special fund-raising meetings at 
11 locations nationwide. The Masudas donated the revenue from the sale of goods and tickets at 
these meetings to Amway Japan One by One Foundation for the construction and operation of our 
Amway Houses.

Monthly Donation by Amway Japan Distributors
(7,238 people as of Mar 31, 2016)

68,095,000

Remember HOPE pin badge donation by Amway Japan Distributors 807,789

500 yen donation by Amway Japan Distributors 803,000

Revenue from Charity goods 9,112,500

Revenue from Remember HOPE Special Meeting ticket 10,028,000

Revenue from other events 2,834,803

Cash donation to the bank account 16,447,181

Monthly Donation by Amway Japan Employees 2,554,500

Donation from Amway Japan G.K. (10 yen Fund) 93,357,682 

GRAND TOTAL 204,040,455 

 (yen)




