
Activity Report Fiscal Year 2019
April 1, 2019 to March 31, 2020 

Amway Japan Foundation



1 2

"Never forget the victims." "Deliver hope." 

These two concepts form the foundation of the Remember HOPE project for the 

recovery of Tohoku. 

In the immediate aftermath of the Great East Japan Earthquake of 2011, we met 

with local leaders and other stakeholders in the disaster-hit areas to ask them 

what their needs were. Together, we determined that restoration of community 

bonds – kizuna – would be essential if their communities were to truly recover.  

Inspired by this goal, we launched our community revitalization project. To date, 

through partnerships with local governments and other organizations, we have 

built a total of six community facilities in three of the disaster-hit prefectures 

(Iwate, Miyagi, and Fukushima). Working in concert with local residents and vol-

unteers, the spaces we have created have helped bring smiles back to these com-

munities. 

In 2019, we completed our fifth and sixth Amway Community Houses. The fifth, 

in Rikuzentakata City, is a collaboration with architect Kengo Kuma; the sixth, 

in Kesennuma City, is a community facility anchoring that city's Inner Bay Area 

redevelopment project.  From the beginning, our activities have been made pos-

sible by the unflagging support of regular donors as well as many other contrib-

utors. I would like to offer my heartfelt thanks for their generous and continuous 

support. 

A decade has already passed since the disaster. The road to full recovery may still 

seem a long one, but we continue to forge ahead with our sustainable and con-

tinuing commitment in close collaboration with local governments and the private 

sector.  The Amway Japan Foundation’s promise to Tohoku and its people is as 

strong as ever.

Kanna Ikebe  

Representative Director 

Amway Japan Foundation

We completed new Amway Houses in the cities of Rikuzentakata 

(Iwate Prefecture) and Kesennuma (Miyagi Prefecture). 

But construction is a beginning, not an end: Amway Houses play 

a continued role as incubators of community support and 

revitalization.

To promote the rebuilding of community in three prefectures of the northeastern region of Tohoku (Iwate, 

Miyagi and Fukushima) severely damaged in the Great East Japan Earthquake of 2011, the Foundation 

has constructed Amway Houses providing spaces for people to restore person-to-person relationships and 

support local community-building events and activities. Remember HOPE is made possible by donations 

and volunteer groups, in collaboration with local governments and non-governmental organizations.

Amway Houses – Crucibles of Local Revitalization

The Remember HOPE Mission What's Remember HOPE All About? 

Deliver hope

HOPE
Never forget the victims

Remember

Community Revitalization

Fund-raising

Building
houses

Volunteering

Support 
activities 

Foreword

Rikuzentakata Amway House 
(Rikuzentakata City, Iwate Prefecture) 
Completed January 2020

Kesennuma Amway House  
(Kesennuma City, Miyagi Prefecture) 
Completed March 2020

Otsuchi Amway House  
(Otsuchi Town, Iwate Prefecture) 
Completed December 2015

Nodamura Amway House  
(Noda Village, Iwate Prefecture) 
Completed December 2015

Minamisanriku Amway House  
(Minamisanriku Town, Miyagi Prefecture) 
Completed August 2013

Amway House Soma  
(Soma City, Fukushima Prefecture) 
Completed November 2014
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The sixth and newest Amway House was 

built in the Inner Bay (Naiwan) district in 

the central part of Kesennuma City. The 

building, designed as an integrated com-

munity facility, features a community 

hall, microbrewery, and slow food market 

embodying the appeal of the "slow food" 

culture on which Kesennuma prides itself. 

As a place where local citizens and tourists 

can interact, Hirakeru embodies the desire 

for a place that will foster development of 

the city's future.

Pre-opening activities 
in December 2019,
ahead of the formal opening

In December 2019, Kesennuma Amway House 

Hirakeru was completed and handed over to 

Kesennuma Regional Development Corpora-

tion, which operates the facility. On Decem-

ber 20, the facility hosted a film showing to 

mark the pre-opening.  Actor Ken Watanabe, 

a long-time supporter of the district’s revital-

ization, appeared and spoke about his hopes 

for the city’s future. 

Subsequent to the pre-opening activities, 

the tenants moved in and began operations, 

attracting increasing numbers of local resi-

dents every day.

Rikuzentakata Amway House was designed 

by Kengo Kuma, the architect of Japan's 

new National Stadium, the main venue for 

the 2020 Tokyo Olympics and Paralym-

pics. Visitors to the House sense the his-

tory and culture of Rikuzentakata; Kuma’s 

design invokes the distinctive architec-

tural heritage of the region, incorporating 

the superb craftsmanship of the area's 

Kesen carpenters.*  Located in the heart 

of the rebuilding city, it is adjacent to the 

Shin-Rikuzentakata BRT (bus rapid transit) 

Station. This Amway House was built to 

support Rikuzentakata’s vision of creating 

an “intentionally inclusive community,” 

as a place where everyone is welcome, 

thereby serving as a focal point of regional 

revitalization.

Opening: January 2020

Floor area: Approx. 545.28 square meters 

(including storehouse) 

Operated by: Rikuzentakata City 

Address: Tate no Oki 111, Takatacho-aza, 

Rikuzentakata City (KC17-1-1 ) 

Opening: March 2020

Floor area: 498.51 square meters (including 

tenant area)

Operated by: Kesennuma Community Devel-

opment Inc.

Address: 3-2-5 Minami-cho, Kesennuma 

City, Miyagi Prefecture

Opening ceremony 
held on January 26, 2020

The facilities are formally handed over to President Akihiko 
Sugawara of the Kesennuma Regional Development Cor-
poration, which will operate the house. 

1. The community hall, with space for movie showings. 2-3-4 The slow food market com-
prised of shops selling locally caught seafood, home-made meals and so on. 5. Also on the 
premises is Kesennuma's first microbrewery, which draws together citizens across genera-
tions who love their community. 

1-3. The interior design combines wood and textiles to project a sense of warmth.  (Top: café  
supporting handicapped workers). Center: Child care facilities. 
4. The observation deck offers a panoramic view of the City of Rikuzentakata. 

*Kesen carpentry is a 
school of carpentry origi-
nated in the Kesen region 
of Iwate prefecture. Kesen 
carpenters are renowned 
for their excellent crafts-
manship. 

The opening ceremony was celebrated with a ribbon cutting 
and release of balloons, to the applause of a large crowd.

NEW NEW
Rikuzentakata Amway House Machi no Engawa (“Town Front Porch”) Kesennuma Amway House Hirakeru 

The House includes a children’s day care cen-

ter, a café employing people with disabilities, 

a citizen’s consultation center, and a tour-

ist and local product information center as 

well as other facilities. As a final touch, tex-

tiles from the minä perhonen interior fashion 

brand are used to create a warm and sooth-

ing ambiance. 

The opening ceremony was attended by 

Mayor Hiroshi Toba, Mr. Kengo Kuma, U.S. 

Consul General in Sapporo Mr. Andrew Lee, 

and Remember HOPE ambassador Rieko 

Yamazaki, along with a large number of cit-

izens and well-wishers. The same day, Mr. 

Kuma also keynoted  a symposium to mark 

the opening. Addressing a full house at the 

municipal auditorium, he discussed how the 

new facility signified and would support the 

revival and future of the city. 
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During spring vacation, students enjoyed cultural exchange and learned about tour-
ism-based disaster resilience and recovery during a study trip to the United States.

At the international exchange event for Easter

At the October event, children enjoyed dressing up for Halloween, which has become a cus-
tom in Japan.

The Soma Association for International 

Exchange sponsored a number of regular 

events. 

Children and their parents and guardians 

alike learned about the English language and 

foreign cultures and customs through games 

and other activities.

Main Activities

High school students report on the results of their 8-month long study program.

The TOMODACHI Initiative was launched as a pub-

lic-private partnership between U.S.-Japan Coun-

cil and United States Embassy in Japan. As a part 

of the Initiative, the “TOMODACHI Amway Japan 

Foundation Tohoku Mirai (Future) Leader Program" 

was created with the aim of nurturing the next 

generation of young leaders in Tohoku in the area 

of travel and tourism. In January 2019, an initial 

group of 16 high school students from Minamisan-

riku took part in the program.  Following a series 

of preparatory seminars, the students made a one-

week study trip to the United States during their 

spring vacation. The students attended high school 

classes and experienced homestays in Washing-

ton, DC, visited the 9-11 Memorial and museum at 

Ground Zero in New York City, and studied tour-

ism-led disaster recovery by  visiting a New Jersey 

coastal town damaged in Hurricane Sandy in 2012. 

After returning home, they conducted workshops 

at the Amway House and reported on the results 

of their 8-month long study program to the town's 

mayor and other civic leaders.  Groups of students 

presented proposals for their town’s future redevel-

opment, each unique with ideas inspired by what 

they learned and experienced during their travel. 

Mayor Sato personally commended the students.

Main Activities

Notice of temporary closure of Minamisanriku Amway House

The building was flooded during Typhoon No. 19 in 2019. Restoration activities began soon after-
ward, but in view of severe damage to the flooring and concerns over sanitary issues, the Mina-
misanriku Town Tourism Association, which is responsible for operation and management of the 
Amway House, set up a temporary facility from March 2020. Use of the Amway House has been 
temporarily suspended until further notice.

A well-established venue for community 

gatherings, it is used regularly for chil-

dren’s ballet and music lessons, flower 

arrangement classes, smart phone train-

ing, and others activities, and frequently 

hosts events organized by local NPOs.  

Another activity was a "cinema café" uti-

lizing DVDs donated by supporters. 

In May 2018, Safecast Japan installed a 

real time environmental radiation sensor  

at the entrance to the facility.  Part of a 

broader regional network of sensors, it pro-

vides highly reliable, transparent radiation 

data in the public interest. 

The first Amway House to open, the Portal 

Center was initially utilized as a gather-

ing point by local residents who had lost 

their homes and community centers. More 

recently, it has become more accessible to 

visitors with the opening of the Minamis-

anriku highway interchange. The House 

hosts the Minamisanriku-cho Tourist Asso-

ciation and, as the gateway to the town, 

it hosts various types of programs, includ-

ing seminars and meetings with Taiwanese 

students on school excursions, making it a 

focal point for cultural and informational 

exchanges. 

Minamisanriku Portal Center Amway House Amway House Soma Satobatake Hotoku Center 

Opened: August 2013

Site area: 2,100 square meters

Total floor area: 250 square meters 

Operated by: Minamisanriku-cho Tourist 

Association 

Address: 51-1 Gozenshita Shizugawa Aza, 

Minamisanriku Town Motoyoshi District, 

Miyagi Prefecture

International Exchange Events (four)

April: Easter

August: Summer Vacation

October: Halloween 

December: Christmas Party

Opened: November 2014

Site area: 831.9 square meters

Total floor area: 260 square meters

Operated by: NPO Soma Hotokusha 

Address: 89 Yamagoshi, Babano, Soma, 

Fukushima Pref.

Real time sensor installed at 
entrance

Safecast Japan is a volunteer orga-
nization that crowd sources, open 
sources, and shares data on radia-
tion worldwide.
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The dance teams thrilled audiences at the Nodamura Culture Festival.

The lessons are tough, but the Kids’ Team is all smiles. At the Namiita Beach Festival, singing and dancing local volunteers joined in on the fun.

Despite stormy skies, volunteers planted herbs and flowers at Namiita Village.

On August 11, Otsuchi Amway House Remem-

ber HOPE Namiita Kaigan Village hosted the 

"Namiita Beach Festa 2019." With the resto-

ration of full service on the local Sanriku Tet-

sudo Railway, the event attracted some 1,200 

visitors more than the previous year, from 

both within and outside Iwate Prefecture. 

Among many other activities, visitors enjoyed 

a sea glass jewelry workshop during what has 

become a major regional event.  

On June 15-16, volunteers from the Amway 

Japan Foundation joined with local volunteers 

to plant herbs and flowers on the grounds.

Main Activities

Some 130 citizens have participated in the 

Nodamura Hip-hop Dance Project since 2016. 

Participants have learned the joys of dancing 

in workshops held with the enthusiastic coop-

eration of HANA Enterprise, whose dancers 

have won several world championships. 

In addition to the 55th Nodamura Culture 

Festival held in October 2019, the Noda-

mura Dance Team was invited to perform 

at the 72nd Iwate Prefecture Arts Festival in 

Kitasanriku, held in January 2020, where 

kids’ and adults’ teams entertained the audi-

ence with lively performances.

Main Activities

Situated within the Namiita Beach Park in 

the Sanriku Reconstruction National Park, 

the facility houses three tenants, includ-

ing a surf shop.  The Village is surrounded 

by an expansive lawn and equipped with 

a trampoline and terrace area. Local res-

idents and visitors alike use the area for 

recreation and relaxation.  It also hosts a 

fireworks festival each August.

The main facility features a community 

space and tenant area. “NEMA-RU” means 

"to sit and mingle" in the local dialect.

NEMA-RU embodies the desire for a facil-

ity where people will congregate and mix 

in ways that become deeply rooted to 

the locale. Starting in  2016, the Amway 

House has hosted an annual “petit yoichi” 

(mini-market), attracting numerous vendors 

beneath its large roof and indoors, where 

local residents can enjoy tasty take-away 

food and shopping in a festive atmosphere.  

The House is a regular venue for a variety of 

other community activities as well.

Nodamura Remember HOPE Village NEMA-RU Otsuchi Amway House Remember HOPE Namiita Kaigan Village

Opened: December 2015

Site area: Approx. 1,200 square meters

Total floor area: Approx. 245.95 square 

meters

Tenant capacity: 4 

Operated by: Nodamura Chamber of Com-

merce and Industry 

Address: Dai-20-chiwari 43-1 Noda, Noda-

mura, Kunohe District, Iwate Prefecture

June 2019

Garden Festival Sponsorship / Volunteer sup-

port

August 2019

Co-sponsorship of Namiita Beach Festa 2019

Sponsorship: Namiita Beach Festival Committee 

Co-sponsorship: Amway Japan Foundation

Collaboration: Otsuchi Town Tourism Exchange 

Association Support: Action Committee for Our 

Summer Vacation Project 

From April 2019 to January 2020 Nodamura 

dance lessons (9 times)

Sponsorship: Dance School Implementation 

Project Team, 2019

Co-sponsor: Amway Japan Foundation 

Collaboration: Nodamura Village, Iwate Pre-

fecture

Support: HANA Enterprises, Ltd.

Opened: December 2015

Tenant opening: April 2016

Site area: 1,661 square meters

Total floor area: 276.86 square meters

Tenant capacity: 3 

Operated by: Otsuchi Tourism Exchange 

Association  (from Feb 1, 2019) 

Address: Dai-14-chiwari 3-1 Kirikiri, Otsuchi, 

Kamihei District, Iwate Prefecture
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10 yen matching funds from Amway Japan G.K. 	 93,396,484

Donations by Amway Japan Employees 2,152,500

Monthly donations by Amway Japan Distributors 88,756,000

500 yen donations by Amway Japan Distributors 2,461,985	

Other cash donations 9,341,894

Donations from Amway Japan G.K. (charity events, etc.) 1,148,000

Other proceeds 164,000

TOTAL 197,420,863

(yen)

Figures represent early July 2020.  As of March 31, 2020  

TOPICS

In conjunction with world renowned designer Junko Koshino, who 

has actively supported Tohoku’s disaster recovery, we organized 

“The Remember HOPE Art Project by Junko Koshino.” 

The project began with workshops during October and Novem-

ber in which children in Tokyo and four Tohoku locations made 

ornaments using a paper marbling technique.  The ornaments 

were based on hariko, a toy with a long tradition in Tohoku. Junko 

Koshino then used the children’s creations to produce a monu-

mental artwork entitled "WA–Connect."  On November 28, Amway 

Japan headquarters in Tokyo hosted an opening ceremony, 

Tohoku-themed fashion show, and reception to raise awareness 

of Tohoku’s continuing needs.  Large numbers of visitors came to 

view the art installation, which was also covered extensively in 

print and broadcast media. 

Koshino said, "through experiencing art, I'd like to see Tohoku chil-

dren take on new challenges and have art be part of their future. 

This WA represents support for Tohoku’s recovery.”

At the Tokyo workshop, Junko Koshino joined the kids in making 
ornaments, each with an original and unique design.

The sculptural artwork was named "WA-Connect”, signifying in 
Japanese the concepts of connection, cycles, completeness, and 
peace.

Ornament making workshops at four Tohoku locations ! 
Local children created colorful marbled paper sculptures ! 

The first workshop was held in October at the 
Soma Amway House. Koshino chose a refreshing 
green and blue color scheme.

The children of Otsuchi made stylish yellow and 
black ornaments in October. The children were 
entranced by the art form.

Minamisanriku’s workshop took place during the 
town’s 2019 Industrial Festival. So many visitors came 
to try their hand that they had to wait in line. Parents 
and children enjoyed working and learning together.

Participants at the Nodamura Amway House work-
shop in November produced works mixing pink and 
black.

Soma Noda
mura

Minami
sanrikuOtsuchi

Remember HOPE 

Art Project by 

JUNKO KOSHINO MOVIE

Raising Tohoku's spirits with art and fashion: 
Remember HOPE Art Project by Junko Koshino

In fiscal year 2019, we received 190,000,000 yen in contributions.  All donations were used to support the 

disaster area in Tohoku, with a focus on Amway Community Houses.

Fundraising

For more details, please go to http://csr.amway.co.jp/

Address:

Founded:

10th floor, Amway Japan Building 

7-1 Udagawa-cho, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo, 150-0042, Japan

August 1, 2013

March 31, 2020Foundation Overview

Representative Director: Kanna Ikebe

Chair: Peter Strydom

Councilor: Mark Davidson

Councilor: Kafuu Toh

Secretariat staff: Kazumi KuroishidaAuditor: Kanichi Ueda

Director: Atsuko Iwaki

Director: Takashi Aoki
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Project starts Good Design Award 
（Otsuchi Amway House）

Otsuchi Amway House 
opens 

Amway House Soma
opens 

Minamisanriku Portal Center
Amway House opens 

2013.08 2014.11 2015.12 2016.04 2020.01 2020.03

Rikuzentakata Amway House
opens 

The Gold Standard 
Awards Top 3

14th Corporate 
Philanthropy Award 
Community of Hope Award

Publication of book, 
"Family Disaster 
Preparedness: Learning 
from Disaster-stricken Areas"

TOMODACHI Amway Japan
 Foundation Tohoku 
Future Leader Program begins

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

2012 2016.09 2016.12 2017.02 2018.03 2018.11

Nodamura Amway House 
opens 

12.7

6

54,000

Kesennuma Amway House
opens 

Accomplishments to date

Project Achievements

As of March 31, 2020
Contributions supporting activities 

Total 
donations

Over

House 
construction

Number of house users

Volunteer time 

billion
¥

buildings

hours

Over 150,000

¥10 
Matching Fund

¥10 Matching Fund

Monthly 
donation

¥210
million

¥210
million ¥210

million
¥190

million

¥210
million

For each designated item sold by Amway 

Japan G.K., 10 yen contributed by the 

seller is matched by Amway Japan G.K., 

making for a contribution of 20 yen to 

the Amway Japan Foundation.

¥10 ¥10
¥20

¥10 ¥10

Purchases of designated items Matching funds Donations

Food 
products

Pet 
products


